
Maths Mastery at 
Becontree Primary 

School  



…they are taught by 

well-trained staff who 

are passionate about 

teaching and learning.

…they are valued and 

treated fairly and 

respectfully.

….they have a growth 

mindset.

…they are given the 

right level of support 

and challenge.

…they are interested 

and engaged. 

…new learning makes 

links with and builds on 

prior learning.

…they understand the 

learning objectives and 

know what success 

looks like. 

…they have 

opportunities to learn 

with and from others 

(collaborative learning).

…they receive regular 

and timely feedback 

(from both teachers and 

peers).

…they are given 

enough time to practise, 

consolidate and apply 

new learning. 

…they are taught in a 

physical space that is 

conducive to and 

supports effective 

learning. 

…there is a strong 

partnership between 

home and school. 

Below are our key beliefs about when and how children learn best. 

We believe children learn best when…



To help deliver this, we have changed our maths 
curriculum and are now introducing a maths 
mastery approach. 



What is maths mastery ? 

Maths mastery is a teaching and learning approach that aims for 
pupils to develop deep understanding of maths rather than being able 
to memorise key procedures or resort to rote learning. 

Pupils are taught through whole-class interactive teaching, where the 
focus is on all pupils working together on the same lesson content at 
the same time. This ensures that all can master concepts before 
moving to the next part of the curriculum sequence, allowing no pupil 
to be left behind.

“In mathematics, you know you’ve mastered something 
when you can apply it to a totally new problem in an 
unfamiliar situation.”
– Dr Helen Drury, Director of Mathematics Mastery.



Learning Partners

We believe that children learn best when they can learn alongside 
someone. 

In all subjects, children work with a learning partner. Their partner 
will change each week.

During the maths lesson,  children will work with their partner on 
different questions using hands on resources – called 
manipulatives. 



To master a concept, children need to manipulate 
concrete equipment and have drawn various relevant 
pictorial representations, so they can reason and explain 
the abstract mathematics they are performing already or 
later on.

Mastery



Manipulatives your child 
will use. 



Examples



Moving on to pictorial representations . 



Examples



C + P + Abstract 



Let’s try using some of the CPA approach 

• On your table, you will find some place value 
counters and a place value chart 

• Make the number  271 

• Now try 7318



Addition – follow me on the visualiser.



How you can help your child at home ?

Straws can be used as a 
manipulative to work on 
place value, addition and 
subtraction. 

Conkers, apples, stones, buttons, 
pasta  can all be used as counters. 





https://www.becontreeprimaryschool.com/maths-home-learning-support/

https://www.becontreeprimaryschool.com/maths/

https://www.becontreeprimaryschool.com/maths-home-learning-support/
https://www.becontreeprimaryschool.com/maths/


Any questions ? 


