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OUR SHARED VISION

A special place where children know how to keep themselves safe and healthy. They love learning and become:



WHERE DO WE START?

Children need to be interested and enthusiastic about books and stories 
and make choices from a range of books.

They need to be able to:

handle and use books appropriately, e.g. start at the front, turn the 
pages one at a time.

use pictures and memory to talk about books and stories.

use non-fiction texts to find information and answer questions.

put parts of familiar stories in order, e.g. talk about opening, 
characters, ending.

 join in with repeated parts in familiar stories.

They need to know:

 the difference between words and pictures.

 that in English, we read from left to right and top to bottom.

 the letter shapes for each sound.



WHAT DO ADULTS NEED TO DO?

Provide interesting books to motivate children to want 

to read.

(Become a member of a local library)

Let children see you reading.

Read to and with them daily.

Teach them the key skills they need to be successful 

readers.

Talk with them about what they have heard or read.



EARLY LEARNING GOALS
Word Reading Comprehension

Say a sound for each letter in the 

alphabet and at least 10 digraphs

Demonstrate understanding of 

what has been read to them by 

retelling stories in their own 

words

Read words by sound-blending Anticipate key events in stories

Read aloud simple sentences 

and books, including some 

common exception words.

Use and understand recently 

introduced vocabulary in 

discussions and role play.



THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN GRAPHEMES AND 

PHONEMES

Phonemes you hear

Graphemes you see
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Why teach phonics?

In English, there are 44 phonemes (sounds), but there are 

around 250 graphemes (letters or letter groups that 

correspond to a single sound). 

For example, the phoneme /f/ has four graphemes: f in 

funny, ff in puff, ph in photo and gh in laugh

The phoneme /i/ has five: i in kind, igh in night, i-e in bite, y 

in try and ie in pie.

Learning the most common phonemes for each grapheme 

and the most common graphemes for each sound will enable 

children to decode (read) and encode (spell).



The 6 Phases

Programme for teaching phonic skills for children, with 

the aim of them becoming fluent readers by age seven.



PHASE 1 (NURSERY AND RECEPTION)

Showing an awareness of rhyme and alliteration. 

Distinguishing between sounds in the environment.

Exploring and experimenting with sounds and words.

Discriminating speech sounds in words.

Beginning to orally blend and segment phonemes.



PHASE 2 ( RECEPTION AND YEAR 1)
Learning the first 19 letters of the alphabet and one  sound 
(phoneme) for each.



LETTER PROGRESSION PHASE 2 (ONE SET PER 

WEEK)



PHASE 2 TRICKY WORDS



In order to decode text fluently, children must learn two 

important skills- BLENDING and SEGMENTING.



BLENDING

Blending sounds for reading and segmenting for spelling 
simple words, e.g. cat, dog.

Recognising the letter sounds in a written word, e.g. c-a-p, 

and ‘blending’ them in the order in which they are written to 

pronounce the word cap.

Helps to develop their 
understanding that we 

can write                                           can write sounds. 



SEGMENTING

‘Chopping Up’ the word to spell it out. The opposite of 

blending.



BLEND AND SEGMENT THESE WORDS TO READ 

AND SPELL THEM…

c-e-t

p-u-m

b-o-n

g-a-k

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/learn-to-read-

phonics/

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/learn-to-read-phonics/


LETTER PROGRESSION PHASE 3 (ONE SET PER 

WEEK)



PHASE 3  (RECEPTION AND YEAR 1)



PHASE 3  TRICKY WORDS



Reading and spelling a wide range of simple CVC 

words.

A CVC word is a word that is made up of a consonant, 

vowel and consonant sound. 

Cat, hot, tip, man and hut are all CVC words.

Children practise reading and spelling some words with 

2 letter graphemes, e.g. chip, moon, night.

This includes reading simple captions and sentences.



(Reception into Year 1 for up to 4-6 wks)



Phase 4 Tricky Word Mat



LETTER PROGRESSION PHASE 4  (ONE SET PER 

WEEK)



(Whole of Year 1)



LETTER PROGRESSION PHASE 5  (ONE SET PER 

WEEK)





Phase 6: Year 2

This is the final stage of formal phonics instruction. At this 

point, focus moves towards supporting children to use their 

phonics knowledge to become fluent readers and spellers.

By this point, children can read hundreds of words using 

the strategies:

- Reading with automaticity (sight words and high 

frequency words)

- Decoding quickly and silently

- Decoding aloud (sounding words out)

Children can also encode (spell) most of the words they 

have learned with speed and accuracy.



THE ALPHABET

… don’t forget to practise 

saying or singing the 

alphabet with your child. 

This is a really important skill 

that they need for later 

learning!



NOW YOU HAVE THE KNOWLEDGE….

Play lots of sound and listening games with your child.

Read as much as possible to and with your child.

Encourage and praise – get them to have a ‘good 
guess’. 

Ask your child’s teacher if you want to know more.



MY LETTERS AND SOUNDS PHONIC READERS

Read the blurb at the back of the book

Ask questions about the front page. What might the 
book be about?

Use the say the sound section.

Tricky words are coloured in blue children say them by 
sight.

Prompt children to use their phonic skills to read the 
words.

You child should be able to recognise some words 
automatically.

Use the question page at the back of the book



IDEAS TO PROMOTE READING SKILLS

Oral blending. What sounds can you hear 
in the environment. Go and get your b-a-
g/c-oa-t (talk like a robot).

Read tricky words by sight

Play Phonics Play ‘Buried Treasure’ (alien 
word/real words. Pick a picture.

Encourage your child to read the words in 
the environment signs, menu and names 
of products in shops.



IDEAS TO PROMOTE READING SKILLS

Visit the local library regularly and read 
with your child and ask them questions 
regarding the book.

Encourage your child to read comics of 
their choice.

Phase 2,3, and 5 words games. 

Once your child starts to read encourage 
them to say the sounds in their head or to 
say them by sight to promote fluency.



Audio Enunciation of Sounds

My Letters and Sounds Downloads

Digital Resources/Phase /Enunciation of sounds

https://www.schofieldandsims.co.uk/mylettersandsoundsre

sources/

Aklaq Academy

Audio Enunciation of Sounds.

https://www.youtube.com/results?sp=mAEB&search_quer

y=phase+5+Aklaaq+Acadmy

https://www.schofieldandsims.co.uk/mylettersandsoundsresources/


Online Activities

https://www.phonicsbloom.com/uk/game/whats-behind-

the-door?phase=1

https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/SoundStimuli.html

https://www.phonicsbloom.com/uk/game/whats-behind-the-door?phase=1
https://www.phonicsbloom.com/uk/game/whats-behind-the-door?phase=1
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/SoundStimuli.html


USEFUL WEBSITES

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/znqtbdm

www.syntheticphonics.com (Scroll down the page 
audio of sounds is available for all phases.

Video about phonics -
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/learn-to-read-
phonics/ (phonics and E books)

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/znqtbdm
http://www.syntheticphonics.com/
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/learn-to-read-phonics/


Home Learning Booklet – Available on the Becontree Website









ANY QUESTIONS?


